
Network dynamics in society, culture, and politics:
Public lectures and discussion

The Graduate Center is located at 365 Fifth Avenue,
between 34th and 35th Streets, in Manhattan.

Thursday 31 January, 6:30 PM in the Segal Theater
Cooperation in the (very) long run

Duncan Watts, Microsoft Research
Professor Watts is a pioneer of modern mathematical approaches to the social sciences,
starting with his foundational work on “small world” networks. He studies the role that social
network structure plays in determining system behavior, including the mechanisms of
cooperation and popularity dynamics in on-line communities.

Thursday 28 February, 6:30 PM in the Skylight Room
Swarm intelligence: From insects to humans

Guy Theraulaz, University of Toulouse and CNRS
Sometimes the whole really is more than the sum of its parts. As humans, we organize
ourselves into groups that accomplish more than any of us could alone, and so do many other
animals. Professor Theraulaz will give us a guided tour of his influential work on these
remarkable phenomena, from the construction of nests by ants and wasps, to the schooling of
fish and the behavior of human crowds.

This is part of the City of Science series. To register please visit the Office of Public
Programs: https://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents

Thursday 4 April, 6:30 PM in the Skylight Room
Networks: From biology to society

Lev Guzman-Vargas, Instituto Politecnico Nacional, Mexico
Larry Liebovitch, Queens College and The Graduate Center
Dana Weinberg, Queens College and The Graduate Center

Networks have been used to describe interactions at different levels of organization: between
molecules in biological systems, between people in social systems, and even between parts of
the brain that form an individual’s personality. Do the same rules apply at these different levels
of organization? What can we learn from one level that helps us better understand other levels
of organization? Professor Liebovitch will lead a panel discussion of these exciting questions
with colleagues from different disciplines.

This is part of the City of Science series. To register please visit the Office of Public
Programs: https://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/GC-Presents

Sponsored by the Initiative for the Initiative for the Theoretical Sciences, and by the CUNY doctoral 
programs in Physics and Biology. For more information please visit https://itsatcuny.org
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